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Elton High School
Using SchoolOnline to close the gap in GCSE Maths

David Wilson
Assistant Headteacher

The Elton High School is a co-
educational Community
Comprehensive High School for
students aged 11-16 years based in
Bury, NW England. 

Then Head of Maths, now Assistant
Headteacher, David Wilson wanted
to look at technological solutions to
reduce teacher workload and to
improve outcomes.

"I first came across SchoolOnline in
February 2020. I've seen plenty of
offerings from various companies
over the years promising this and
that, but SchoolOnline had
something that really impressed me. 

We conducted a school trial over the
summer of 2020 and the results
were hard to ignore.

To enable to us to measure the
impact we had a pre-summer test
and post-summer test. In between
these dates the only Maths that the
students did was using SchoolOnline.
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It boosts student confidence
levels.
A confident student is then
much more likely to engage in
independent study or revision.
Looking at the data it's clear
that those who use
SchoolOnline are associated
with the stronger outcomes at
GCSE level.

The average uplift in score
between the two papers was
34.6%. I'll say that again - 34.6%!"

Something had definitely stirred
for David and his conviction as to
the benefits conferred 3 tangible
benefits:

1.

2.

3.

Further David was convinced as to
the impact on reducing the
attainment gap, "We had pupil
premium students who made
significant progress thanks to
SchoolOnline." 

All selected students were
sitting Higher Maths.
Students set a base level
assessment mock exam
created from past AQA exam
questions.
Students followed a 6-week
revision plan of c.60 minutes
weekly revision on the
platform.
Students set a final
assessment mock exam, with
different questions, covering
the same curriculum content.
This group of students
remained significantly higher
in their performance
throughout their GCSE Maths 
 compared with their non-
participating peers

In Summer 2020 Elton High
School undertook a GCSE Maths
trial to assess the impact of the
platform on a selected cohort of
students.
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