Case study: Pupil Premium

Selby High School

Using GCSEPod to boost confidence with Pupil Premium students

Az athriving and sucoessiul secondary schod,
Selly High has ahways wiorked to ersure that
avery individual achieves their academic and
personal  potential. This was what  firt
prompted the Morh Yorshine secondary
school o sulbscrice to GCSEPod - the goalwas
o boost corfidence and sel-belief amongst its
pucil premium sudens. This move has
produced some gratifyingty welcome results:

fwasnt music teacher Laura Stephersonsidea
o infreduce GZSEPed to Seby High School In
fact, it was Vice Fincipd Amanda Lumno that
faciitated its implernentation

Bt having been tasked with becoming
GCSEPod Lead at the school Lara has
oecome one of its micst vooal SLportars.

Laura’s erthiksizen is drple. She has seen the
posifve impact that the digital =aching ad
learning plafomn has had upon the schod -
rot  lesst upon #s pupl premiom
children

Seloy High Schodl caters for 11 0 16 viear olds
across awide spectrum of backonounds

Arnanda iritiaky sulbscrized to GCSEPCo at the
end of 2017, in a bid 1o engage the schodls
fear 11 puil premiunm students. For many this is
e most mporEnt ime within the British
educaion system, culminating as it does in the
SUMIMEr EXEME.

Armanda’s confidence in the proouct, which
alkows students 1o kearn and revise what ey
reed whether on the move o in the
Classroor, aopears to have paid of!

Cfthe 54 pupil prermium sudenits whio sat their
GCSEs last ST, ower a3k
axceaded ter predced grade in one
subject or mone,

For GCSEPod Llead Laura, this & a
praise-worthy achievement "It is brilliant. OF
course, we can't say that all that is down to
GCSEPod because there are a lot of other
iniiatives going on in the school around
these children. But there is a definite feeling
that GCSEPod was a help.

“It has been wsed sffedively in the Bolaticn
area, The children can access GCSEFod ona

computer, and are encouraged o do s it
medns we can be confident that tey are stll
learnimg

It has been so successiul that we have had
one child who was in isolation win our
rmonthly competition for the schools highest
overall GCSEPod uwser We know thess
children are also using it in their own ime”

While GCSERod was inmoduced  first and
forermcat as a pupil premium resource, Laura

qQuckly recoonised its worth for supporting
shudents across the board.

“When we first launched GCSEPCd to Year 11in
January 2018, it was juer days before our miock
exiam saries started,” Laura eplans. The Pod oot
off to a fhing start and we got a hugely positve
regoorse from the Year s Due o he posifvity
arcund the produd; we dedded to rall it cut to
all k24 sudents that same year”

of the reaction dter the initid launch, Laura says:
"Snudents were using it & home, in thelr kessors,
and everywhere batween Bveryone was very
irmpressed by how quickly the students came
arcund to theides we had massive LEage in the
rur-Up 1o the mocks.

‘| dd a presentation to the Year 115 when we
imroduced it and | oot everyone 1o downlkcad
the 3o to their phone there and then. Thatwas
o of the kg seling points for them - hat they
could acoess it on the go through their phones
of tablkets, and that its so easy to use and
understand.”

Mearty a year irto Sely Highs GCSEPcd
subachption and iswaorth is apparent. “We are
Qetting resufts higher than expected” Laura
Ccontinues Amoncer our wp 20 s the
average s 35 grades  higher  than
predicted over all of ther subjects per sudent”

CSEPCd wwas rolled ot o Year 105 in Manch
208 and ear 95 on their return to school in
Septermicer, Arcund 750 children currerthy have
acoess o itinthe three uppery ear groupes.

Laurais d=o locking ointioduce tio the Year 7s
and &5 1o ‘chdlenge them to sretch
thermeehvas". This wiould mmean that al 1150 of
Salby Highs pupils wioukd gan access 1o the
platfomn,  where  students  can stream
informative and engading, 35 minute videos
kncan as Pods’ on evenything from hMaths 1o
Endlish,  History, Geooraphy, the  Scences,
lancuages, DT, Computer Science, Business
Studies and PE. They can ako do homeaork
and assessments on the platform. Laurais atso
hoping 1 nroduce  GCSEPOd studer
ambassadors from among  the more
enthiusisstic users o help mentor thelr peers.

To further engage pugils, the school nns a
monthly competiion for the highest cverdll
user, They aoquire points which convert imo
mcney, and there is dso 3 prize dravw which
gees the top 20 from each of Years 9, 10 and N
in with a chance o win a £10 Love2Shop
wolCher

S0 far, the boest perfomning sukjects intemns of
Pod sreamning and engademant have besn
Endish,  Mates and  Computer  Science
“They really like itin English, with e breakdosn
of the books and the 22t t2xs, The sudenis ars
realy on board with that” Lauara savs. The
lanouace department. i redly committed 1w it
oo

“For the children, it's great that they don't
have to get 10 different text books out to
revise, they can just go t© their phone and
do everything quickdy and easly from there.
“For the teachers, GCSEPod backs up the
workwe are doinginschool and helps us to
get the best out of everyone.”
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