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We talked to a mixed comprehensive academy in 

Berkshire about their experience using Educake, 

including reducing teachers’ marking load, and 

improving students’ confidence.

Background

St Bartholomew’s School is an 11-18 mixed state-

funded academy with about 1700 students, 9% 

of which have been eligible for school meals 

at any time during the last 6 years, lower than 

the national average of 29%. The school was 

rated as good in their latest OFSTED inspection 

in March 2018, and they attained a well-above 

average Progress 8 score of +0.65.

We talked to Heather Thomson, Head of Physics, 

and began by asking why St Bartholomew’s 

started using Educake:

Why did you start using Educake?

Heather: One of my colleagues heard about 

it and signed up for a free trial. We all decided 

it was brilliant, which it is! We instantly liked it 

because we can set our own little tests, and the 

students can set their own tests.

How do you get new teachers 
started?

At the start of the year I’ll sit down with new 

teachers one-to-one and go through Educake. 

It’s very quick to do. I just run through how to 

set tests, view results, give feedback and add 

students.

How do you get students started?

We send Educake a list of our students, which 

we get from our register on SIMs and they create 

all the accounts for us, and send back their 

usernames and passwords. 

At the start of the school year I go through 

Educake with each class, getting them to log 

in and set a test for themselves. Kids aren’t like 

adults these days - we just give them their login 

details and tell them to play with Educake.

What do you use Educake for?

I set quizzes for students and students set 

themselves quizzes. We use Educake for all 

abilities and all years. I just choose different 

difficulty questions for different ability classes.

In lessons I might set a starter (about five 

questions on topics they’ve already covered and 

a few on what they’re about to learn) so I can see 

where they’re up to.

I might set a test of twenty questions for 

homework or to be answered in class. I often set 

tests across a few topics.

How do you use Educake for 
feedback?

If students are working on Educake in a 

class, then I have the results displayed on my 

computer, and if I’m not going round helping, 
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I keep an eye on it, so if lots of students get a 

certain question wrong I can then give feedback 

using Educake. Also, at the end of the lesson 

I go through that question and correct the 

misunderstanding. It helps me as well, giving me 

nice instant feedback on my class.

I like to comment on individual questions 

especially if more than one student got 

the question wrong. Sometimes I type an 

explanation to the question and answer and 

then add that comment to all the incorrect 

answers to that question.

We always ask our students to complete the 

review questions that Educake asks them at the 

end of each test, such as “What went well?”, 

“What didn’t go well?” and “How could you do 

better next time?”.

What do your students think of 
Educake?

They really like it. They’re always happy if we say 

we’re going to do an Educake quiz in a lesson. 

They say they like the ‘instantness’ of it, because 

for each question they get told straight away if 

they got it wrong or right. Also, they get their 40% 

or 90% for the test and then can see which topics 

they need to revise.

They like it for revision too. We use Show My 

Homework and I always put revision to Educake 

on that for all students. I have kids in year 9 who 

sometimes bounce in to the classroom telling 

me how they’ve been revising on Educake, and 

I haven’t even asked them to. One of them has 

answered over 4,000 questions this year. He’s 

really gone above and beyond what is expected 

of him and now has an average score of 88%.

We have some students who rarely do written 

work, or write up practicals, but they always 

complete their Educake homework. It gets done 

every time. I think it’s because it’s low stakes 

testing. They’re not judged on their handwriting 

or presentation, just on their science.

What do students like the most?

That it’s computer-based (they love that), that 

they can leave comments for me and argue 

about their answers, that they can set their own 

tests, that the language is scientific but easy to 

understand, and that they get instant feedback 

on whether they’re right or wrong.

  What do teachers think about 
Educake?

Teachers use Educake a lot. We like it because 

we can choose the questions (the filters are 

really good, by the way). We all use it for different 

things. Passwords are easy to change.

They like the ‘instantness’ of knowing that 

students just haven’t understood something. 

You can set ten questions and clearly see what 

they have and haven’t got. Then you can tailor 

your planning accordingly, with extra focus on 

things they haven’t understood. Or you can set 

extension work if they understood everything.

Has Educake helped with the 
marking load?

Yes. I would categorically say ‘yes’. And kids 

aren’t hassling us saying we haven’t marked 

something immediately, because with Educake, 

everything is marked automatically and instantly. 

That’s always a bonus.

What is your IT setup like?

We have class sets of netbooks on trolleys that 
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we can book to use, and then wheel into the 

labs. At home almost every student has access 

to phones or computers or tablets.

What would you say to a teacher 
considering using Educake?

They shouldn’t hesitate and should get involved 

and do it. Why wouldn’t you? It’s another string to 

your bow in assessment and the kids feel more 

confident about science when they have used it. 

You’d be silly not to use it.

It’s changed the way I assess, definitely. I 

understand problem areas more quickly and 

then my short-term planning is better. For 

example, if a class hasn’t quite understood 

something, then I can see that straight away and 

add a starter about it in the next lesson. Or I can 

send them away to study it and then set some 

extra questions on it.

Any other comments?

Just that we do written assessments at the end 

of each module and kids do get stressed about 

them, but with Educake they don’t get stressed. 

It boosts self-esteem. I think it might be because 

they think that online work isn’t really serious, 

though they do take it seriously. 

Heather Thomson was speaking to Charley 

Darbishire, founder of Educake.
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